What is claimed is: 



1. A process for attaching a mechanical fastener to a disposable 
absorbent article and protecting said mechanical fastener before said 
disposable absorbent article is handled by a user, said process 
comprising theYollowing steps: 

providing sind disposable absorbent article which includes an 
outer cover, a boVyside liner, and an absorbent core disposed between 
said outer coyer arid said bodyside liner; 

providing said\mechanical fastener which includes a first 
fastening element; \ 

attaching said fiVst fastening element of said mechanical 
fastener to said disposable absorbent article; 

releasably engagin»rMid first fastening element with said 
disposable absorbent ^tYtlve to protect said first fastening element; 
and 

subsequently packagingVaid disposable absorbent article for 
commercial sale. \ 

2. The process according to cflaim 1 wherein said step of providing 
said disposable absorbent articne includes joining at least one ear 
tab to said disposable absorbent Vticle and wherein said first 
fastening element is attached to s\id at least one ear tab. 

3. The process according to claim it wherein said first fastening 
element is releasably engaged with sa\d at least one ear tab. 

4. The process according to claim 1 wrbrein said first fastening 
element is releasably engaged with said Mdyside liner of said 
disposable absorbent article. \ 

5. The process according to claim 1 whereiia said first fastening 
element 1s releasably engaged with said outeA cover of said 
disposable absorbent article. \ 



6. The process according to claim 1 wherein said first fastening 
element is releasably engaged with said disposable absorbent article 
to provide a peel strength of at least about 20 grams. 

7. The process according to claim 1 wherein said first fastening 
element and a portion of said disposable absorbent article are 
releasably engaged oy passing between a pair of rotatable nip rolls. 

8. A processor attaching a hook material of a hook-and-loop type 
mechanical fastener to\a disposable absorbent article and protecting 
said hook material befw£ said disposable absorbent article 1s 
handled by a user, sav®Wr)ocess comprising the following steps: 

providing said disposable absorbent article which includes an 
outer cover, a bodyside l\ner, and an absorbent core disposed between 
said outer cover and said oodyside liner; 

providing said hook material which includes a base sheet and 
stemlike projections which extend from said base sheet; 

attaching said base sheet of said hook material to said 
disposable absorbent article;\ 

releasably engaging said itemlike projections with said 
disposable absorbent article tm protect said hook material; and 

subsequently packaging saim disposable absorbent article for 
commercial sale. \ 

9. The process according to claim 8 wherein said step of providing 
said disposable absorbent article includes joining at least one ear 
tab to said disposable absorbent article and wherein said base sheet 
of said hook material is attached tcAsaid at least one ear tab. 

10. The process according to claim 9 wherein said stemlike 
projections are releasably engaged witft said at least one ear tab. 

11. The process according to claim 9 whdrein said stemlike 
projections are releasably engaged with said bodyside liner of said 
disposable absorbent article. \ 



- 25 - 



12. The process'^ccording to claim 8 wherein said stemlike 
projections are releasably engaged with said bodyside liner of said 
disposable absorbent article. 

13. The process according to claim 8 wherein said stemlike 
projections are releasably engaged with said outer cover of said 
disposable absorbent article. 

14. The process according to claim 8 wherein said stemlike 
projections are releasably engaged with said disposable absorbent 
article to provide a peel ^strength of at least about 20 grams. 

15. The process accordin^\rar claim 8 wherein said stemlike 
projections are releasably engaged with said disposable absorbent 
article to provide a peel strength of from about 30 to about 

90 grams. \ 

16. The process according to claim 8 wherein said disposable 
absorbent article further included at least one loop material capabl 
of releasably engaging with said stemlike projections of said hook 
material. \ 

17. The process according to claim V6 wherein said stemlike 
projections are releasably engaged with said loop material. 

18. The process according to claim 8 w Pie re in said stemlike 
projections and a portion of said disposable absorbent article are 
releasably engaged by passing between a pair of rotatable nip rolls. 

19. The process according to claim 18 wherein at least one of said 
rotatable nip rolls has a plurality of pins extending therefrom. 

20. The process according to claim 18 whereiny at least one of said 
rotatable nip rolls has a plurality of grooves\arranged in a cross 
directional configuration about a circumferential surface of said at 
least one nip roll . \ 
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21. A disposable absorbent article which includes an outer cover, a 
bodyside liner, \an absorbent core disposed between said outer cover 
and said bodysida 1 iner and. at least one hook-and-loop type 
mechanical fastener which includes a hook material, wherein said 

5 disposable absorbent article is produced by a process comprising the 
following steps: \ 

providing said hook material which includes a base sheet and 
stemlike projections which extend from said base sheet; 

attaching 'said base sheet of said hook material to said 
10 disposable absorbent article; 

releasably engaginAsaid stemlike projections of said hook 
material with said disposable absorbent article to protect said 
stemlike projections be s fU^ said disposable absorbent article is 
handled by a user; and \ 
15 subsequently packaging\said disposable absorbent article for 

commercial sale. \ 

22. The disposable absorbent article according to claim 21 wherein 
said disposable absorbent article further includes at least one ear 
tab and wherein said base sheet W said hook material 1s attached to 
said at least one ear tab. \ 

23. The disposable absorbent article according to claim 22 wherein 
said stemlike projections are releasably engaged with said at least 
one ear tab. \ 

24. The disposable absorbent article according to claim 22 wherein 
said at least one ear tab is an elasticynaterial . 

25. The disposable absorbent article according to claim 22 wherein 
said stemlike projections are releasably engaged with said bodyside 
liner of said disposable absorbent articleA 

26. The disposable absorbent article aclordiVig to claim 21 wherein 
said stemlike projections are releasably engaged with said bodyside 
liner of said disposable absorbent/article. 



27. The disposable absorbent article according to claim 26 wherein 
said bodyside Ainer is a spunbond material. 

28. The disposable absorbent article according to claim 21 wherein 
said stemlike projections are releasably engaged with said outer 
cover of said disposable absorbent article. 

29. The di sposabl e\ absorbent article according to claim 28 wherein 
said outer cov^r comprises a stretch thermal laminate material. 

30. The di sposabl e^4ybrbent article according to claim 21 wherein 
said stemlike projections are releasably engaged with said disposable 
absorbent article to pnovide a peel strength of at least about 20 
grams. \ 

31. The disposable absorbent article according to claim 21 wherein 
said stemlike projections\are releasably engaged with said disposable 
absorbent article to proviue a peel strength of from about 30 to 
about 90 grams. \ 

32. The disposable absorbent article according to claim 21 wherein 
said disposable absorbent art\icle further includes at least one loop 
material which is joined to said disposable absorbent article and 
wherein said stemlike projections are releasably engaged with said 
loop material . \ 

33. The disposable absorbent article according to claim 32 wherein 
said loop material includes a nonwoven material. 

34. The disposable absorbent artidle according to claim 21 wherein 
said stemlike projections and a portion of said disposable absorbent 
article are releasably engaged by passing between a pair of rotatable 
nip rolls. \ 



- 28 - 



35\^ A package of disposable absorbent articles comprising a 
plurality of said disposable absorbent articles wherein each of said 
disposable absorbent articles includes an outer cover, a bodyside 
liner\ an absorbent core disposed between said outer cover and said 
bodysioe liner, and at least one mechanical fastener, wherein said at 
least one mechanical fastener is releasably engaged with said 
disposable absorbent article to protect said mechanical fastener 
before saik disposable absorbent article is handled by a user. 

36. The packaqe of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 35 where iV) said mechanical fastener is a hook-and-loop type 
mechanical fastener which comprises a hook material which includes a 
base sheet and stWlike projections extending from said base sheet, 
said stemlike projections of said mechanical fastener being 
releasably engaged Vith said disposable absorbent article to protect 
said hook material before said disposable absorbent article is 
handled by a user. \ 

37. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 35 wherein each of \aid disposable absorbent articles further 
includes at least one ear Mb which is attached to said disposable 
absorbent article and where rn said base sheet of said hook material 
is attached to said at least Vne ear tab. 

38. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 37 wherein said stemlike projections are releasably engaged 
with said at least one ear tab. \ 

39. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 37 wherein said at least one e\r tab is an elastic material. 

40. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 37 wherein said stemlike projections are releasably engaged 
with said bodyside liner of said disposable absorbent article. 



41\ The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
clafm 36 wherein said stemlike projections are releasably engaged 
wittisaid bodyside liner of said disposable absorbent article. 

42. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim $6 wherein said stemlike projections are releasably engaged 
with said outer cover of said disposable absorbent article. 

43. TheVack^ge of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 36 wherein said stemlike projections are releasably engaged 
with said disposable absorbent article to provide a peel strength of 
at least about 20 grams. 

44. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 36 where Wi said stemlike projections are releasably engaged 
with said disposable absorbent article to provide a peel strength of 
from about 30 to Bbout 90 grams. 

45. The package oAdisposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 36 wherein sai<i disposable absorbent article further includes 
at least one loop material which is joined to said disposable 
absorbent article and wherein said stemlike projections are 
releasably engaged with\said loop material. 

46. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 45 wherein said loop material includes a nonwoven material. 

47. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 36 wherein said steml ike\ projections and a portion of said 
disposable absorbent article are releasably engaged by passing 
between a pair of rotatable nip rolls. 

48. A package of disposable absorbent articles comprising a 
plurality of said disposable absorbent articles wherein each of said 
disposable absorbent articles includes an outer cover, a bodyside 
liner, an absorbent core disposed between said outer cover and said 



bodyside liner, and at least one hook-and-loop type mechanical 
fastener which comprises a hook material which includes a base sheet 
and\steml ike projections extending from said base sheet, said 
stemlike projections being releasably engaged with said disposable 
absorbent article to protect said hook material and provide a 
pant-rike structure before said disposable absorbent article is 
handler by a user. 

49. TheVack^ge of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 48 Aherein each of said disposable absorbent articles further 
includes ai least one ear tab which is attached to said disposable 
absorbent article and wherein said base sheet of said hook material 
is attached to said at least one ear tab. 

50. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 48 wherein\said mechanical fastener further comprises a loop 
material which is\attached to said disposable absorbent article and 
wherein said stemnke projections are releasably engaged with said 
loop material to protect said stemlike projections and provide said 
pant-like structure A 

51. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to 
claim 48 wherein said steml ike projections are releasably engaged 
with said outer cover onsaid disposable absorbent article. 
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